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Perspective on the past and future of UNAWE 

Prof. George Miley- Leiden Observatory

It aims to exploit the beauty, the charm 
and the immensity of the universe 
to inspire children aged 4 to 10, 
particularly those from developing
countries and disadvantaged backgrounds.

Initiator of the UNAWE programme

THANK YOU GEORGE!



Science

Technology

Cultural roots

Meeting at ESO, May 2005

Defining and setting up the UNAWE programme



Bringingastronomyto childrenat the Landessternwarte, Heidelberg  

Heidelberg Observatory 2002



First UNAWE pilot projectςMeeting childrenin a remote place(Venezuela)
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The big ideabehindUNAWE

The educationalpower of astronomy:
Expanding children'sworld view and 

connectingthe human family!



Think big!!

Developmentalpsychologyandastronomyeducation



UNAWE 20 YEARS LATER



Universe Awareness Programme worldwide

UNAWE Colombia 

UNAWE Tanzania

Timor-Leste

UNAWE Venezuela

Indonesia

Morocco

South Africa



FIRST UNAWE INTERNATIONAL COORDINATOR 

2006

Carolina Ödman-Govender, first UNAWE coordinator First contactswith the UNESCO

2005 bis 2010

Cecilia Carolina



Pedro Russo (Leiden University) 

SECOND UNAWE INTERNATIONAL COORDINATOR 

Cecilia ScorzaςGrace Kimble



International projects

International year of astronomy 2009
Galileo Mobile and Proyecto miradas
broughtastronomy to children
in remote villages across South America.

Painting by Countries: 
A Global UNAWE Art Project

International workshops(2012) EratostenesςUNAWE- GTTP 

Universe in the Box

Astro News for Children



Educational tool: The Universe in the box 

2002
2005



ăUpò

ăDownò

The Universe in the Box 

Recompilation, description, completion
Cecilia Scorza and Natalie Fischer HdA

Fosteringscientificthinking



Crowdfunding campaignςKickstarter Mai 2014

Pedro Russo and JayaRamchandani

The Universe in the box

SCIENTIX PRIZE 2015



THE FUTURE OF UNAWE

UNAWE Chile



Looking back homewith Voyager 1 



ά[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻǘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘϥǎ 
here. That's home...
It underscores our 
responsibility to 
preserve and care for 
the pale blue dot, the 
only home we have ever 

known."

Carl Sagan 
(Credits: Cornell University Library)

PALE BLUE DOT



The factsClimate changeis the greatestchallengefor humanityin the 21st century



Extreme weatherevents



UNICEF

Extreme weatherevents



Six meter sealevelrise



Global warmingreducesthe habitable regionsof the earth



The Planet The globe

We forget the planetary boundaries!

https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/technosphere

WE NEED MORE "EARTH AWARENESS"

© NASA



UNAWE PALE BLUE DOT

Fromknowledge about our planet to sustainable action

Dr. Cecilia Scorza and Christine Freitag, Faculty of Physics at LMU 

Pale Blue Dot


