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EAS in a nutshell

● Society was founded in 1990 as a learned society under Swiss Civil Code,  ~600 founding 
members

● Society governed by an elected council

● Up to Twelve councilors (up to 10 before 2023)

● Office and administrative support is in Geneva



Affiliated societies



EAS membership
Society based in Geneva, where admin resides

Free membership through affiliated societies                                          

Individual paying membership (including lifetime members)

Professional astronomers (full members) or PhD students (Junior members)

Ukraine ~3%

Year 201
3

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Tot. 
Mem.

878 791 816 936 805 886 3158 3607 4132 4564 5010 5048 5409

Aff. 
soc

2714 3170 3692 4204 4644 4816 5165



Organizational members



What does the EAS do?

● Promote Research Excellence and Collaboration
● Advocate for Astronomy in Policy and Funding (incl. 

protection of the Dark and Quiet Sky)
● Support Training initiatives for Early Career Researchers
● Champion “Good citizenship” in Astronomy



The largest European meeting in astronomy



Lowering barriers to participation

● Expanding Hybrid access 
● Accessible venues
● > 50KEuros of need-based financial 

support to attendees
● Facilitate childcare services



EAS awards

Lodewijk Woltjer lecture

Tycho Brahe medal

Jocelyn Bell Burnell inspiration medal

Fritz Zwicky medal

MERAC Prizes for ECR and PhD thesis

George Lake Technology Innovation Award



European Parliament & Commission
Event in 2019 (Gaia) and 2023 (Extrasolar planets)

Event in 2026, future ground based European facilities

Regular interactions with EC



UN Committee for the Peaceful Use of Outer Space

COPUOS is UN organization that governs the exploration 
and use of space for the benefit of all humanity: for peace, 
security and development.

EAS is permanent observer at COPUOS since June 2023, 
involved in space sustainability and D&QS discussions



ASTRONET



Center for the Protection of the D&QS from SATCON



European Regional Office for Astronomy for Development &
Africa-Europe collaborations



Early Career Researchers

HERA workshop series

ECRs special sessions at annual meetings

Career event at EAS annual meetings



EAS and Ukraine

● Ukranian astronomical association is an affiliate society 
● Ecourage other national affiliated societies to offer Ukrainian astronomers 

access to their telescopes
● Supporting participation of Ukrainian scientists in our annual meetings
● HERA workshops: applications open until June 30th!
● Exploring ideas for future synergies to contribute to the development of 

Ukrainian astronomy


